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Dear Members and Friends 
 

Again, another year is coming to an end. This is the time to reflect on the past year and 
look ahead to 2015. We enjoyed two functions in the past few weeks. 
On October 26th, we celebrated the Austrian “Nationalfeiertag” at the Musket 
Restaurant, and I am pleased to report that we had a sell-out attendance. The room was 
very nicely decorated and I hope and you agree that the food was superb. The Austrian 
National Holiday this year also coincided with the 25th anniversary of the fall of the Iron 
Curtain – an event which was of great importance to all of Europe and particularly to 
Austria, which was separated for decades from the former crown lands and traditional 
neighbours of Hungary and Czechoslovakia by barbed wire fences, watch towers and 
mine fields. The fall of the Iron Curtain rejuvenated economically the much neglected 
Austrian border regions, with new commerce and jobs. 
 
At our November 13th movie evening, we showed “Mein Favoriten” - a documentary film 
about the 10th District of Vienna. Our feature film was “Ekstase” (Ecstasy), with Hedy 
Lamarr, a famous actress who was born and grew up in Vienna. 
 
My preview of upcoming events starts with our Christmas Celebration, which will be 
held at the Musket Restaurant, on December 13th, starting at 4:00 pm. As you may 
recall, we had to cancel last year’s celebration due to insufficient reservations. 
This year we will do things a bit differently! We will have a sit-down dinner with a 
choice of soup or salad, as well as a choice between two main courses, followed by the 
Musket’s home-baked Apfelstrudel. We have a commitment from the Dimpflmeier 
Bakery of a donation of Cookies and Stollen. The cost of this event will be $40.00 per 
person. We will take great care that also our non-German speaking members and 
friends will feel included by holding our celebration mostly in English. 
 
Besides the singing of Christmas Carols we also show some clips from old Austrian 
Christmas Shows, featuring popular Austrian entertainers from past decades, like Peter 
Alexander. This will be followed by songs from Andre Rieu’s “Home for the Holidays” 
with all the great Christmas songs.  We hope many of you will attend. Please call or 
email to reserve your space, for what may well be another sold out event. 
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On Jan 22nd we will again have a Movie Evening. We are still working on selecting the 
movie, but we assure you that it will be an interesting and entertaining evening. Come 
early again, to enjoy the Musket’s culinary delights. 
 
Unfortunately, we are no longer able to host our traditional Ball Austria. The rising 
cost of such event far outstrips our and most of our guests’ ability to pay for. 
Instead we are planning a joint Austrian- Hungarian Valentines Dance on Saturday, 
February 14, 2015.  

With a small survey conducted with some members of the Austrian and Hungarian 
Communities we found a great demand for this. It will be in a beautiful Hall in the 

Queensway/ Islington Area. 
We will also survey for Hotels in the area for guest who do not want to drive home 

afterwards. Please let us know if you are interested and we will put you on a short list in 
order to keep you informed about this special event. 

There will be no last minute for this, since we have to pre-book and pay for this event. 
This involves two communities and we want to be prepared for everything. 
Please leave a message on 416-477-1123 or Email info@austriansociety.ca. 

 
The place and the program will also be announced in a special mailing with other events 
we are working on for the Spring / Summer 2015 season.  
 

We again are looking at March19th for a film evening, and possibly a Spring Dance the 
week after Easter, on April 11, 2015. 

 

We intend to combine our bi-annual Membership Meeting with one of the 
above events. 
 

On May 15, 2015, we will celebrate the 60th Anniversary of the signing of the 
“Staatsvertrag”, or “Austrian State Treaty” in 1955. 
This gave Austria once again its independence, effective October 26th 1955. We plan to 
lead up to this milestone event with some Sunday afternoon showings of movie clips, to 
demonstrate to us what the time after 1945 looked and felt like. 
 
For Saturday, May 16th, we are working on a special event, to take place at the ‘Eaton 
Chelsea Hotel’. We are presently in discussion with a small brass band (Blasmusik 
Kapelle) from Krems. For now, just mark the date in your calendar. 
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We hope to have a Spring Bus Tour at the end of May/beginning of June and will again 
have our Heurigen on June 25th at the Old Country Inn in Unionville. 
 
Please understand that some of those dates may change due to circumstances beyond 

our control. Please visit our website at www.austriansociety.ca 
 

If you are not using a computer please ask a family member or friend to check for you 
on a frequent basis to keep you updated. 

 
There are sometimes functions or news which may be of interest to you and where it 

often on short notice or beyond our means to contact you. 
 
The Board of the Canadian Austrian Society of Toronto wishes you and our loved ones 
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